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FROM: A. Goldberg 

SUBJECT* Historical Context of the Report 


/ 

The Chief Justice and you have expressed concern that fcho 
Commission *s Report should be placed in an appropriate histori- 
cal context. Opinion on the nature and scope of the historical 
context will differ, but it seems desirable to give the subject 
more specific consideration at this tins©* 

Certain historical events antecedent to the assassination 
should be made part of the report. These include the role of 
the President, previous Presidential assassinations, and the 
Presidential protection during the past century. It is presumed 
that these subjects will be dealt with adequately under the 
section on Presidential protection. 

The concurrent context poses a problem of depth rather 
than breadth, but there are some aspects of the context that 
may not bo adequately provided for. Supplement C deals with 
"Retailed Facts About President’s Trip up to Assassination." 

It i3 desirable to include some brief account of these ^facts 
in the narrative as well. The focus on Dallas is unavoidable, 
of course, but the visit to Dallas was only on© of five plan- 
ned in Texas. The narrative should include an account of the 
decision to make the trip, advance preparations, events in 
Dallas before the President’s arrival, advance publicity* and : 
the visits to the other Texas cities. 

There does not seem to bo any provision in the report 
for the role played by the press and TV in the Dallas police 
station during the events of Kovember 22-24. The relationship 
between the police and the press and tho effect of the latter 
on security arrangements are of very considerable historical 
significance and deserving of exposition and analysis in the 
main body of the report, specifically Sections V and VIII. 

This is an area in which the Commission might desire to offer 
a conclusion. 
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Events subsequent to the assassination. are concerned 
chiefly with public reaction in the United States and abroad. 
Xt was thi.3 public reaction - disturbed, confused* suspicious, 
uncertain of the truth - that 'apparently helped decide 
President Johnson to appoint this Commission. It Is this same 
public reaction that has greatly influenced the Coss 3 iBslon , s 
approach to its work, "the main body of the report should, in- 
clude a section on public reaction to President Kennedy ‘'a 
assassination, with particular ref erenoo to the suspicions, 
allegations, rumors, and theories that came Into existence 
immediately after the event and have persisted until now# 

Tliio can be done briefly, and usually categorically, by 
reference to the basic facts developed and analyzed earlier in 
the report. . ■, v; & 

These public fears and rumors should be dispelled posi- 
tively by considering and disposing of them rather than nega- 
tively by ignoring them. They are a part of the historical 
context of the event ^ust as the century of myth-making since 
Lincoln’s assassination 19 a part of that event. Failure of 
the Commission to destroy these myths While they are ©till in 
their infancy may permit them to persist as long m have the 
Lincoln myths. , \ . , , 
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